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State Helps Cordova with Big Dig Out  
 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Cordova’s request for state emergency assistance with shelter operation, emergency 
management staff, snow removal emergency responders, snow removal heavy equipment, and additional heavy 
equipment operators is being met by an effort coordinated through the State Emergency Operations Center 
(SEOC). The Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities, Alaska National Guard, federal agencies and voluntary organizations worked together throughout 
the weekend to provide a comprehensive response to the City of Cordova’s Jan. 6, local disaster declaration.  
 
“In Cordova’s local disaster declaration the community established the response priorities. With that information 
DHS&EM called upon organizations with the personnel and ability to quickly accomplish the mission,” said John 
Madden, director of the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  
 
Nineteen Hours after being notified of their mission the 57 citizen solders of the Alaska National Guard were en 
route to Cordova to help the community dig out. This morning the Guardsmen began work shoveling snow laden 
rooftops, clearing pathways, and opening emergency access into buildings surrounded by snow.  

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) utilized available airport equipment and 
personnel in Cordova, and sent three additional heavy equipment operators to Cordova, to bolster the local snow 
removal effort. Heavy equipment, mobilized by DHS&EM, arrived in Cordova last night and is supplementing local 
snow removal efforts today. Each piece of heavy equipment is sufficiently staffed to conduct continuous 24 hour 
operations.  

The City of Cordova, with support from the American Red Cross of Alaska, established an emergency shelter at the 
Bidarki Recreation Center. No Cordova residents are residing in the shelter at this time.  

DHS&EM made arrangements for an avalanche control team to assess avalanche safety, and if necessary conduct 
mitigation efforts. 

“This complex response required synchronizing the efforts of several organizations in a short period of time. Each 
of the responding organizations understood the gravity of the situation and took action,” said Madden. “The initial 
response was accomplished with great efficiency. Now we must continue our efforts until Cordova no longer 
requires assistance.”            
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